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30th April 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians/Carers,        

Re: Arrangements for the Awarding of GCSE & A Level Grades at Kingsdale Foundation School 

for the Summer 2021 Examination Series  

I hope that this letter finds all families safe and well.    

We understand that this academic year has been particularly unsettling for many of our Year 11, 12 & 13 

students who were preparing to sit to externally assessed written GCSE and A’ Level examination papers 

during the Summer Term 2021, until the belated decision by the Department for Education to cancel them.    

Following the recent publications by Ofqual of the confirmed alternative assessment arrangements for 

these cohorts, we are now in a position to provide you with more robust additional information on the 

outline framework for the awarding of Year 11 & 13 Student Teacher Assessed Grades this year.  Parents 

who wish to view the full national awarding framework and associated documents can access this 

information here .   

In line with the published guidance, Grades awarded in Summer 2021 for GCSE & A Level courses will 

be based on their Teachers’ moderated assessments of student attainment against National standards of 

performance. A range of evidence will be considered by staff, before being evaluated and standardised via 

a programme of both internal and external quality assurance.  To allow students the time to accurately 

demonstrate their standard of performance in each subject, it is expected that the final judgments of grades 

will be made by the School in mid-to-late May, prior to submission of determined grades by the school to 

the Awarding Examination Bodies. 

Following completion of this process, the final Teacher Assessed Grades for both GCSE and A Level 

subjects will be issued by the examination boards on the scheduled national results days.  Please note that 

unlike previous arrangements, national A Level Results Day will take place on Tuesday 10th August, 

while the national GCSE Results Day will take place on Thursday 12th August 2021.  Further details 

regarding the arrangements for students to access their results on these days at Kingsdale will be issued 

separately by the Examinations Office, in due course. 

To assist students and parents in preparing for the final assessment process this year, we have identified 

the following key pieces of information regarding our processes which may be useful and reassuring: 

 All subject departments have finished teaching new subject content for GCSE and A Level courses 

and are now focusing on revising key aspects of the topics to support completion of the assessment 

process, including the upcoming Recovery Curriculum Assessments due to take place weeks 

beginning Monday 10th & 17th May 2021.  A timetable and topic list for these assessments has 

already been sent out.  Please be advised that during these assessments, students will be able to 

select questions to complete from a range contained within each of the subject papers.  This 

approach is designed to maximise opportunities for students to demonstrate their skills and 

understanding in each subject as part of the assessment process.  The assessments are dissimilar to 
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externally set exams and have been organised to enable students to demonstrate what they know 

not what they do not.  Hence, time pressure has been reduced with a significant reduction in the 

content to be covered during the assessments.  Questions should be predictable with no surprises.  

In many assessments the lowest marks on a question may be discounted. 

 In line with Ofqual’s published guidance, teachers will make ‘a Holistic Judgement’ of each 

student’s performance using a range of assessment evidence from across the duration of the course. 

Please be reminded we operate a 3-year GCSE programme for most courses i.e.  assessments from 

Year 9 work may be eligible to be considered.   Please note there will be no centrally applied 

algorithm by the awarding bodies to determine individual grades. 

 Details regarding the sources of assessment evidence used by subject teachers to determine the 

GCSE and A Level grades for each course will be published and shared with students in line with 

national guidance, in advance of the submitting of grades by the school to the awarding bodies.  

The range will vary across different departments, as per the course specifications and would usually 

include the November, March and May Recovery Curriculum Assessments (examinations), End 

of Unit Topic Tests and Non-Examined Assessments (NEA)/Coursework. 

 In line with the national framework, GCSE Art, Textiles, Graphics and Photography assessments 

& A Level Art and Photography assessments will be based on the student’s portfolio produced 

over the course of study. 

 Where students may not have sufficient evidence to determine a grade, due to absence or other 

circumstances, the school will seek to arrange additional assessments as required.  Please be 

advised that the final date for the school to receive additional assessment information will be 

Tuesday 1st June 2021. 

 A rigorous department and whole-school moderation process will take place for all student work 

that is used to determine the final grades awarded.  We are required to consider the school’s historic 

published performance for the 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 academic years. 

 Ofqual have advised that where a school’s results appear to be at odds with previous outcomes a 

written explanation will be required.  If it is deemed that the school has either been too harsh or 

too generous then this will lead to a process of external review in an attempt to ensure more relative 

comparability of results across all schools.  It is recognised that there will be, in any event, some 

natural in-built variability between schools. 

 Students who in the normal cycle of assessment would usually have Access Arrangements in place, 

such as extra time in the exams, will benefit from the same arrangements in any timed assessments 

carried out as part of this process. 

 In line with the published national guidance, class teachers and school staff are not permitted 

to disclose the grades awarded as part of this process.  As such, students will not be notified of 

any assessment marks or grade awarded.  GCSE and A Level grades will be published for students 

by the examination awarding bodies on the official results day dates outlined above. 

 Full details of the school’s approach to the awarding of GCSE & A Level grades in Summer 2021 

can be accessed via our published Centre Policy which will be made available separately. 

 An appeals process for students to challenge or review final grades awarded in August 2021 will 

be in place and published and issued in advance separately. 

 

To assist with effective communication regarding this matter, we have created a dedicated email address 

which can be used for any query regarding grading for GCSE and A Level courses for Summer 2021.  This 

email address is teacherassessment2021@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk . 

Please be advised that the process for the awarding of Teacher Assessed Grades (TAG) for Year 11, 12 

(where applicable) and 13 students in Summer 2021 will be discussed further at the next Parents’ Forum 

on Friday 21st May 2021 which has been dedicated to these cohorts of parents only. 
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Arrangements for Summer Term Post-Assessment Study for Year 11, 12 (Resit) & 13 Students 

As a result of the arrangements in place this year for GCSE & A Level assessment, it is expected that the 

vast majority of Year 11, 12 (Resit) & 13 students will have concluded their assessment activities by late 

May 2021. 

To assist Year 11 & 12 (Resit) students with their ongoing academic recovery following the pandemic 

period and to prepare them more fully for the transition between GCSE (Level 2) & higher Level 3 studies, 

we plan to provide these students with opportunities to complete an independent Extended Project on a 

topic of particular interest to them and to attend A Level or equivalent technical courses for taster 

preparatory lessons throughout late May and early June. The Extended Project work may be used to 

contribute to the highly regarded EPQ Level 3 qualification.   

All sessions will take place online via MS Teams between Monday 24th May and Friday 18th June 

2021, with students able to select a range of classes to attend. Provision will be made for individual 

students to receive face-to-face on-site learning as deemed appropriate. This provision is open to all current 

students in Year 11 & 12 (Resit), including those who may not be staying on at our Sixth Form in 

September 2021.  

From Monday 21st June, Year 11 & 12 (Resit) students will be invited and expected to engage in a week 

of online/real-world work experience opportunities as part of their careers programme. As a result, Year 

11 & 12 (Resit) students will officially finish their secondary school programme on Friday 25th June 

2021 and not before. 

The overwhelming majority of Year 13 students will conclude their on-site programme of study by 

Monday 24th May 2021.  From that time, these students will be encouraged to engage in a range of online 

classes, enrichment and voluntary activities to continue to prepare them for a smooth transition into non-

compulsory education and/or their chosen career pathways. 

Further details regarding our post-assessment provision for Year 11, 12 (Resit) & 13 students will be 

provided separately by the Upper & Senior School teams.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to 

contact a Head of Learning or ourselves with any queries you may have in this respect: 

 For Year 11 Queries - Year 11hol@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  

 For Year 12 (Resit)  Queries – Year12hol@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  

 For Year 13 Queries - Year13hol@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  

 

I hope that the information contained in this communication is useful and informative.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact us should any further clarification be required. 

Your sincerely, 

 

E Klingler         G Boyd 
 

Ms E. Klingler                                                                                 Mrs G. Boyd 

Examinations Officer                                                                      Head of Upper & Senior Schools 
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